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NEWS UPDATE - Mike Craft 
 This is not a Vince Morris muse but a reminiscence! By now 
 most of you will have heard that Martin Miller, General
 Manager of the Railway is retiring at the end of April. In
 November 2000, whilst having a pint with him, he asked
 whether, as a qualified chain saw operator, I could bring some 
 friends along and chop down a few trees on the line. This
 carried on for four years as we cleared the four foot and 
made good all the footpath and farm crossings. Eight of us started on that fateful day 
(see photo taken in what is now the bottom car park) but sadly only three of us remain 
working as volunteers on the railway.

In the early days Martin’s claim to fame, whilst helping with the clearance, was to throw 
aerosols on to the bonfire, hoping they would reach outer space! It was decided that
Martin was better and safer behind a desk and it must be admitted that without Martin,
EVR would not be where it is today.

I am sure that all of us wish him a happy retirement as he speeds around the local
lanes on his motorbike. Give him a cheery wave and hope he doesn’t fall off!

At the same time we wish his successor Mike Evans all the best in his new role.

Steam on the incline has been extremely successful. Members of the public have been 
booking for steam driving experiences. There are still spaces to fill, so if you want an
unusual gift for a friend or relation please look on the website www.evra-shop.org for
availability. We are very short of TTIs (Ticket Inspectors) to sell tickets on the incline. It 
is not an onerous job – you just have to take the money and check tickets on the 3 or 4 
journeys each day when steam is running. Please contact John Ball (see page 2) if
you wish to help.

Trustees have been developing our fundraising see pages 7, and we hope that you will
 support them to raise our general level of income to fund our projects.

We are still unable to fully staff the model railway display at Wirksworth, due to the
pressure to deliver all the other attractions for which EVRA is responsible. If you are
able to help, even for a day or two a year, please contact Eric Hills (see page 2)

Please make a note in your diary that the AGM is on 7th November.

We have to part with one of our faithful work horses, which has become surplus to 
requirements i.e. one of our road trailers, approximately 3’ by 5’ in old measurements. 
It is no longer needed now that we do not deliver cut logs. It is made of wood and has 
a removable lid, but it does require some TLC even though it is roadworthy. It needs a 
good home at the cost of a small donation to the steam engine fund.
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Remember that we will have a 2’ gauge steam engine in July and August, when it is 
hoped that it will operate most weekends, see page 5.

Work is still proceeding in both the SK and the SO coaches and the reupholstered 
seats for the CK are installed, which means that the third class compartments will 
have all new blue upholstery. Vacuum cylinders have been installed and tested on the SK
and ceilings have been installed and painted. Unfortunately the SK will not be 
completely restored before it is required in service in early June, although all the seats 
have been re-upholstered and installed and the Linoleum laid on the floors. Work will
carry on as and when the coach is not in service.

SALES MATTERS - Pat Craft.
The last quarter has been a bit quieter for the shop, with the railway starting running
again in mid-February, which gave us an opportunity to replace some shelves which
were buckling under the weight of the books and then change all the books.

We have welcomed a new volunteer this spring but more are welcome to help us
spread the load. In the weeks before and after Easter and over the Bank Holiday the
shop was manned for 10 consecutive days and I am very grateful to all of the
volunteers for signing up on the rota to provide the necessary cover, not only at special
times but throughout the year.

Donated books and other items continue to come in to replenish our stocks and we
are always grateful for them and for those who can Gift Aid them. We have received a
very large quantity of books and magazines from a source in Cheshire and have
gradually worked our way through them – they were waist high over most of our dining
room at one point! Even when I have removed the ones I could price they still had to
be moved to Derby (and back again) so that Vince Morris could price the ones we
haven’t had in the shop before!

The bulk of the items for our annual sale over May Day Bank Holiday, have been
labelled and priced. We hope to see you there – so come and see what we have –
they range in price from collectibles at over £50 to smaller items at a few pence!

NEW STATION BUILDING FOR DUFFIELD
- John Hastings-Thomson.

For some time it has become apparent that the current Booking Hall at Duffield is 
inadequate. It is not weather proof, it is extremely cramped and there is no passenger 
waiting area for use in inclement weather. It was always going to be a stop gap but 
was the best that could be provided at the time.

The success of Fish and Chip Specials and Santas has also highlighted the Building’s 
inadequacies. To date, we have been fortunate that the weather has been reasonably 
kind on those occasions, which has allowed activities to take place on the grass area 
out of doors. This kind of luck cannot last forever!

A metal garden shed does not provide the facilities the Railway needs and certainly 
does not project the appropriate image for one of our most important stations.
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The success of selling hot drinks during the Santa season, in spite of the limited
facilities, highlighted the demand for this facility. Over £1,000 was taken during the
three week period. We desperately need a larger, more permanent building which
provides booking hall facilities with a small shop, a small kitchen and an interior space
for passengers to wait and enjoy a drink in a comfortable environment. It would be
useful if part of the space could be cleared for events like Fish and Chip specials to
serve the food in an indoor covered space. 

This building is urgently needed and is likely to cost in the region of £25,000 for a high
quality timber building. The problem is that there are currently a number of other
projects vying for money on the railway, so the idea has been floated to set up a
discrete group to project manage and fundraise for it.

To take full advantage of Gift Aid, which is available to charities, EVRA has agreed
that the project will be carried out under its umbrella. A discrete bank account has
been set up which will mean that all monies raised will be ring fenced and cannot be
used for anything else. We are therefore asking people who would normally support
the railway through the purchase of shares, on this occasion, to contribute to this fund
and if they are taxpayers to sign a gift aid form. This means that your donation will be
increased by 25% through the Gift Aid Process – a donation of £100 becomes £125.
Wyvern Rail can however contribute materials to the project. They will also install the
foundations and provide electricity, water and drainage.

It is a large sum but, if for example every EVRA member donated, say £10, it would raise
about £7,700 which, with gift aid on say 50% of this, could increase the amount by
another £1,000. We are aware of the continuing generosity of EVRA members; however
we do feel that this project will make a major contribution to the facilities and appearance
of the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway. Any donation will of course be very welcome and 
would provide the foundation for further fund raising during the summer, including
exploring opportunities for grant aid. Larger donations will of course be very welcome! 
Please note you do not need to be an EVRA Member to contribute! 

The need for this building is urgent, both as a vastly improved facility and to provide an 
improved image for Duffield Station. A photograph of a building similar to the one
proposed can be found in the centre of the magazine.

Please be as generous as you can in supporting this worthwhile project so that we can 
complete it as quickly as possible, preferably over the next 12 months.

A VISITING STEAM ENGINE ON THE NARROW GAUGE LINE THIS SUMMER
from notes supplied by its owner: John Sutton.

We are looking forward to welcoming a small vertical boiler steam engine, Fernilee, to the 
narrow gauge railway at Wirksworth during July and August this summer. The owner, John 
Sutton, has supplied the EE with detail of the engine written by the engine’s builder: Roger 
Lees. A photograph of a similar engine is included.

Fernilee
The origins of Fernilee go back to the 1980s,a lifelong interest in the variety of steam
on rail: cranes, shovels and particularly vertical boiler locomotives led Ted McAvoy and 
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myself (Roger Lees) to consider building a 2 foot gauge Vertical Boiler Locomotive for 
ourselves.  I started collecting material to add to my stock of bits and pieces. (I have
never been able to resist collecting these items and unfortunately had space for storage).

The catalyst to progress was Dave Potter who had started working with me at my
company and he joined us on the project.

The result was Paddy which you may have seen working at Amerton Steam Railway or
on its many travels around the country and abroad and which turned out to be a
successful performer.

John Sutton asked me if we could build something similar .Dave Potter was busy with 
other projects, so I have been building Fernilee on my own at Whaley Bridge. Of course
it has taken longer than expected, but has been great fun. Building freelance
gives you the freedom to do whatever you like and hope you like the finished loco.

Where the parts came from:

Wheels ex Poland, Axles and Brakes ex Ministry bomb wagon, Tanks on loco -  a lathe 
cabinet cut in half, Engine mid 19th Century ex Hursts of Andover probably ex-marine,
Boiler ex Forshaw collection, whistle ex steam drifter, Steam Duplex Pump ex steam
launch Plymouth, Boiler fittings and injectors - Harry Pounds yard Portsmouth,
Various components cast from patterns made for Paddy, Buffer beams: makeweight
Plates from WW1 Joffre, Fire bars from patterns from Underfall Yard Bristol, 
Lagging sheets ex Barclay Saddle Tank plus many other bits from all over the country.

The next Project is a 2 foot gauge Steam Railcar incorporating an ex Halifax Tram
Body. Perhaps we can try it out on your 2 foot gauge railway in 2 to 3 years time!
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Editorial Comment.
Heritage Railways are often caught between two stools, they are accused on one hand 
of always asking for money and on the other hand of not developing the railway quickly 
enough. The Ecclesbourne Valley Railway is no different! 

I am often asked why we haven’t done this or got that. The answer of course is simple: 
money. Currently the railways volunteers are working hard on a wide variety of
projects, some financed through EVRA and others by Wyvern Rail. 

EVRA is currently restoring two Mk 1 coaches, overhauling the steam engine Cathryn
and have now formed a project group to oversee the purchase and erection of a more
adequate station building at Duffield and everyone around wants them done yesterday! 

The coaches are needed urgently to help cope with developing traffic requirements.
Cathryn is needed to help develop a growing need for services to Shottle and beyond
including this summer’s Shottle Soirees and possibly future steam Santas to Shottle. 

It has become increasingly clear that the current booking hall facilities at Duffield just
will not do. Then there are “small jobs to finance.” The mess room needs to be moved
to allow access to the building which will house the new Wirksworth Booking Hall and 
transport for track that we have been given which will allow Wirksworth Yard to be
further developed, the maintenance facility to be extended and track laid towards the
area which will one day be the steam shed.

It all means that we require in excess of £90,000, ideally in the next 12 months. The
EVRA Board is actively looking for new ways to raise money. We are in the process of 
setting up a 100 Club which we hope will attract support from people within and
beyond our railway community. We have approached Morrisons and have two
collection days at their Belper Store, see above (please help if you can.) If you have
any bright ideas or know someone willing to write a large cheque, please let us know!

FUND RAISING AT MORRISONS, BELPER: SATURDAYS 16TH MAY 
AND 10TH OCTOBER  2015. - John Ball.

Morrisons in Belper have kindly agreed to allow us to fund raise in their store on 
Saturdays 16th May and 10th October this year. We will take the EVRA Display 
Boards and have collection buckets. The display will highlight current EVRA 
projects, especially those requiring funds.

Volunteers are required for two hour shifts on both days at the store. Times 
are 9.00am, 11.00am, 1.00pm, 3.00pm, 5.00pm, 7.00pm. We will need a 
minimum of two people per shift.Please contact me on 07419 759398 or email 
me at johnball187@yahoo.co.uk to volunteer for shifts on either or both days. 
On arrival at Morrisons you will need to sign in at reception and give them your 
car registration number so that you don’t get booked for parking for longer than 
two hours.

This is a wonderful opportunity to raise a considerable amount of money for EVRA 
projects and publicise the work of EVRA  and the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway 
in general.



New seats in the EVRA Mk1 SK.

Cathryn’s inner firebox stripped ready for the overhaul, £45,000 needed!



Station building similar to the one proposed for Duffield. - Photo courtesy of Pinelog Ltd.

Track work progress for new road for maintenance facility.
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WELCOME TO THE NEW GoM (GRUMPY OLD MAN)
Vince Morris.

Firstly a big “thank you“ to everyone who has renewed their membership.  Getting subs
in at this lean time of year certainly helps the cash flow.  If you received a request to
renew your subscription in the last edition of the Express but have not done so yet I
have included a second and final reminder.

An increasingly normal, but to my mind worrying, occurrence at the local Tesco made
me realise that I’m now a grumpy old man.  There was a young lad, about 6 years old, 
explaining to his father how to use the self-service check-out.  “You put the things on
here, then take them off one at a time and scan the bar code.  Then you put your credit
card in there and enter your pin”, he said authoritatively, as if talking to an imbecile.

I was saddened on two counts.  Firstly the total loss of the innocence of childhood; by
age 6 ill-understood technology (knowing which button to push or screen to
touch/swipe does not mean that you understand what is going on behind that
button/screen) has replaced imagination, and money is something which magically
exists at the end of a PIN number.  Secondly, and worse, there was no contact with a
human in the whole shopping process.  Self-service from the shelf (possibly not
realising that fruit grows on trees not in plastic bags) straight to the push button till.
Where was the interaction with people?  Where was the room for a brief word or a
friendly smile?

Of course, as I will not doubt be repeatedly told, this is progress and soon we will all
have to use technology to buy anything and everything, including EVR train tickets. 
We will all become part of the machine, a power cut will cause chaos, and probably
fear, amongst the populace. 

But fear not, there is a Luddite antidote: it is called friendly service with a smile, and it
is what we on the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway must cultivate: indeed what we must
become known for.  We are people striven by a desire to save a part of our heritage for
the enjoyment of ourselves and others, to educate people about that heritage and,
most importantly, to have some fun, both for us and our passengers, in doing so.  We
must make sure that people leave us with a smile on their face, a better understanding
of who we are and a glow of happiness after interacting with “nice” people. (My
English teacher always told me that “nice” didn’t mean anything, but then he was a
grumpy old man long before I graduated to the role.)  If we treat potential passengers
as an inconvenience, no more than a unit of income, we are ourselves are no more
than part of the machine. So lets extend the camaraderie evident amongst the
volunteers (well most of them, there are a few GoM) to everyone who visits the railway.
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Passengers, and non-travelling visitors, are our life blood, they are also our responsibility: 
they are not units of income, they are our guests.

Grump over.

ANDREW BARCLAY STEAM ENGINES- WINTER MAINTENANCE
Dave Williams.

To be more exact, it is the responsibility  of the steam maintenance team  to keep the
two locos safe from the ravages of the winter season.

As per normal we removed the wash out plugs and mud hole doors to drain the boilers
and gave them a good wash out. The plugs and doors were kept aside for inspection
and cleaning. The Ross pop safety valves on No3 were also removed for inspection
and cleaning. Henry Ellison’s safety valves are of the older and simpler Ramsbottom
type, so were left in situ. Other items such as the injectors and clack valves were
wrapped in thermal lagging.

Over this period we normally rectify any minor faults that have been flagged up over
the running season, and then turn our attention to any major projects that need doing.
To avoid a repeat of water freezing in the blower pipe and bursting it, we’ve put in a
drain valve. 

Talking of water, the constant impossibility of draining the pit because  the in situ pump 
was always blocking up, or just not working altogether, has been solved by Ian and
Joe, who ingeniously fitted a new pump inside a bucket that had drainage holes drilled
into it to prevent blockage by ash and stones. The pump is lowered into the sump to
drain the water as necessary. So far it has worked a treat.

With the dining trains on the roster for this year we have had to address a major issue
that we have had with our two Barclays, which was the see-saw motion that the locos 
seemed to impart, when running with any stock they were coupled up to.

We’ve had a two pronged attack on this problem; first the old, spring operated, original 
buffers on both locos have been replaced with more modern ‘Oleo’ buffers which
are hydraulic.

Second, and more importantly, the drawbars had rough and ready made flat coil
springs providing the compression/tension forces when in use, and obviously not doing
a very good job. OK for hauling trucks, not for passengers.

We have replaced the drawbar springs on both locos with lengths of heavy duty steel
tubing, sandwiched between large flat rubber and steel composite washers.

The results have been remarkable, providing the screw couplings are tight, and speed
is modest, the see-saw motion has almost disappeared.



Last but not least, I am pleased to say that both locos have passed their annual boiler
tests, and can be put into service for the new season.

Many thanks to the rest of the Steam Department for their dedication and hard work.

DMU DOINGS – Leigh Gration.

It is starting to get busy now as the main season approaches in the world of DMU and
often it is the routine tasks that don’t get a mention.  There is a fairly regimented
programme of examinations and the processes involved are verified by a body known
as the Railcar Association. Recently for example, our Class 108 50599 has been under
a fairly heavy examination known as a ‘C’ exam. In practice there were extra items on
the agenda which needed attention including the exhausters for the brakes and the
leaks in the roof. The examination process is based on usage and we find that on this
railway it is virtually a ‘one in one out’ system!

We shall welcome the Railcar Association once again at Multiple Memories on 26th-27th 
September weekend. The Association consists of all sorts of individuals from around
the country who own, operate and restore DMU vehicles. They last popped in back in 
2009 when we were only running trains as far as Idridgehay. Obviously there are plenty
of changes for them to see since then and the Association has also grown somewhat in
recent years as the popularity of DMUs increases. The event weekend in September 
should feature some rather exciting things which will be revealed at a later date on the 
railway’s website and will also feature the AGM of the Railcar Association at the Red
Lion Hotel in Wirksworth.

Restoration work has been going on in the background too. Work on Class 101 50253
is at an advanced stage now, with the seat frames starting to be put back in the
saloons. Work on the door facias and vestibules is to come, but we are working hard to
get this vehicle into traffic in time for Multiple Memories.

Also slowly progressing in the background is the single unit for the Permanent Way
team. Welding work on the south end is progressing well with the crash pillars being
renewed at the bottom. The interior fibreglass dome has been removed to investigate
the condition of the steel frame and we are happy to report that, whilst it will need some 
work, it is in better condition than 55006 was a few years back.

I’m sure that this season will be no exception with its challenges but we’re certainly well 
placed to go forward with what it will throw at us!
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EVR TIMETABLE: APRIL - JULY 2015
Day Rover Fares will be: Adults £13, Concessions £12; Children £6.50; Families (2+3) £33.
Special Event Fares may be higher. NB this does not include the Ravenstor Branch which is
run by The Ecclebourne Valley Railway Association as a separate service. Day Rover Fare: 
£2.50; concessions £2.00.

Trains depart Wirksworth for Duffield, Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday and Thursdays at 10.15,
12.15, 14.15 & 16.15 to connect with the East Midlands Trains Matlock Branch Service and return
at 11.15, 13.15, 15.15 & 17.15 The services are operated using Heritage Diesel Railcars.
Wednesday operating starts 27th May.

Trains to Ravenstor at 11.53; 13.53 & 15.53, return 12.02; 14.02 & 16.02. This service will be
steam operated and will run on the following dates: May Day BH May 2,3,4, Spring BH May
23,24,25 July 4 & 5, July 11 & 12, July 18 & 19, July 25 & 26, August 1 & 2, August 8 & 9, August
22 & 23, August BH August 29, 30, 31, September 5 & 6.

SPECIAL EVENTS.
ROCKS AND RAILS BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND. SAT 2ND, SUN 3RD & MON 4TH MAY. The 
Wirksworth area is well known for quarries and stone. This special weekend is operated in
conjunction with our friends at the Steeple Grange Light Railway which runs nearby within the
quarries. The Ravenstor incline will be in operation (Steam) and joint tickets will be available for
rides on both the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway and the Steeple Grange Light Railway. The
famous EVRA Book and Bris a brac sale also takes place during the weekend.

WIRKSWORTH CARNIVAL BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND. SAT 23RD, SUN 24TH & MON 25TH 
MAY. Come to Wirksworth by heritage train and enjoy the carnival in the town. There will be
steam on the Ravenstor incline.

STRAWBERRIES AND CREAM EVENING LAND CRUISE. SAT 23RD MAY. Join us for a gentle 
evening excursion through the valley with a service of fresh Strawberries and Cream on the train. 
Pre-booking essential.

DIESEL LOCOMOTIVE WEEKEND. SAT 6TH & SUN 7TH JUNE. Services will be operated by 
heritage main line diesel locomotive this weekend.

FATHER’S DAY. SUN 21ST JUNE. Treat Dad to a day on the railway for Father’s Day.

1950’S WEEK. TUE 23RD, WED 24TH, THU 25TH JUNE. Step back half a century in time with 
trains, costume and music from the 1950s for this weekday event.

MURDER MYSTERY EVENING LAND CRUISE. WED 24TH JUNE. Enjoy a Murder Mystery
Evening with a difference on board our special train. Pre-booking is essential.

ANNUAL CLASSIC BUS RALLY. SAT 4TH & 5TH JULY There will be a variety of classic buses on 
display at Wirksworth with some offering free rides. Travel the valley by heritage bus and change
to a heritage train for the return journey. Classic Steam Trains on the Ravenstor Incline.

ANNUAL CLASSIC TRANSPORT WEEKEND. SAT 18TH & SUN 19TH JULY. Cars, motorcycles,
lorries- all kinds of classics vehicles will gather at Wirksworth for a weekend of family fun. Classic
Steam Trains on the Ravestor Incline. 
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION DAY SAT 25TH JULY. Following on from a successful event in 2014,
the Royal British Legion will be at Wirksworth with a range of activities and stalls.

SHOTTLE SOIREES. Friday evening steam-hauled saunter through the Ecclesbourne Valley
between Wirksworth and Shottle on board our new dining train. This service will operate on 19th
and 26th June and 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th July. Advance booking is essential and booking is
available online. Places are limited so early booking is advised. You may be seated with
another couple.

AFTERNOON TEA TRAIN. 14:15 or 16:15 on Tuesday afternoons from 2nd June to 29th
September on board our new dining train. Sit back and relax on our heritage diesel locomotive
hauled train as we serve afternoon tea to your seat. Two Day Rovers, including one return journey 
in our new dining train with afternoon tea served at your seat. Further details, see www.e-v-r.com. 
Advance booking is essential and bookings are taken online. Places will be limited and early
booking is advised to avoid disappointment. You may be seated with another couple.

Train enquiries – Tel. 01629 823076 or see www.e-v-r.com  for full details.

Steam Driving Experience Courses run by EVRA.
Limited Availability.

See www.evra-shop.org  for details or phone 01629 825213..






