
Issue No. 62           Spring 2016 £1.50



2

Ecclesbourne Valley Railway Association
(Company No. 5257082 - Limited by Guarantee) 

(Charity No. 1106810)

Patron - HM Lord Lieutenant of Derbyshire, William Tucker.

Secretary)  - Mike Craft,
Director   ) - Honeysuckle Cottage,  35 Rise End,
  Middleton-by-Wirksworth,
  Matlock,  Derbyshire    DE4  4LS 
  Tel - 01629  825213
  email - mikecraft7@btinternet.com         

Other Directors - John Ball - Tel - 07419 759398 
  email - johnball187@yahoo.co.uk
          Mike Ball - Tel- 01773 279873.
  email - mball8@sky.com 
  John Birkinshaw - Tel.01332781040. co-opted.
  email - johnbirkinshaw@btinternet.com 
  Ian Bowley - 07976 630775 - co-opted.
  email - datman2@hotmail.co.uk 
                                      Geoff Clark. Tel-01332 669497.
                                      email - geoffrey.clark3@ntlworld.com
          Pat Craft (Marketing) - Tel. 01629  825213
       Andy Denham - Tel, 01623 623985 / 07525 701951 - co-opted.
        email - trish-and@talktalk.net 
  John Hastings-Thomson  - Tel. 01773  880586
          email - hastingsthomson@btinternet.com 
         Eric Hills -Tel: 07961 938353 
         email - eric.hills@hotmail.com 
          Mike Parker – Tel. 07870 804275
          email: Parker.316@btinternet.com
  Joe Ruddock - Tel. 01629 822800.

Membership
Secretary -  Vince Morris - 530 Kedleston Road,  Derby 
  DE22  2NG     Tel. - 01332   551072 
  e-mail - membershipsecretary@evra.org.uk 

Editor  - John Hastings-Thomson, 6 Bosley Mews, Belper
  DE56 1BU  email - hastingsthomson@btinternet.com 
  Tel. 01773 880586.

Website:  www.evra.org.uk     Web Master - Robin Lee.
Next Edition will be published in July 2016 – Contributions welcome by email or post to 
John Hastings-Thomson, see above, by 24th June 2016.
Front Cover – Rod Birch and friend in one of his many Santa Roles.
Back Cover – Duffield Station with the booking Office base in place 25th March 2016.
Thomas Woolley.



3

NEWS UPDATE - Mike Craft 
 It is with great sadness that I have to report the death of Rod 
 Birch, one of our volunteers. He was a quiet and unassuming 
 man, who would help anyone with a problem, irrespective of 
 the type of work and could produce a solution with his practical 
 skills. He assisted with the construction of the narrow gauge
 railway, subsequently taking over the running and
 maintenance. He and Mary, his wife were often seen as
 driver and guard, explaining about the narrow gauge, 
the EVR and the history of the line to their passengers. He installed the steam 
heating on Henry Ellison and the valves in the SO, so it could be heated. 
He has been a stalwart, working in all weathers on all the steam engines, 
particularly on Cathryn. He helped setting up the Model Railway Exhibitions and sold 
tickets at the door. His skills and imagination came to the fore, when all sorts of 
constructions and ideas delighted many children and parents on the early Santa 
Trains. He helped with so many projects around the railway, it is difficult to select
examples. He will be sadly missed.

On behalf of the Trustees, we wish to thank all those, EVRA members and others who 
contributed to the Duffield Booking Hall project; their donations, with the Gift Aid 
generated have provided the complete amount and the building is nearly complete, 
waiting for WyvernRail to fit it out.

Like all heritage railways we are short of volunteers; at the moment the Booking Hall at 
Wirksworth needs volunteers at weekends. So if you feel that you can sit in a warm 
environment, talking to members of the public, persuading them to travel, then this is a 
position for you. Please contact Leigh Gration on 01629 823076.

Next year we celebrate a number of anniversaries on the railway:-
 •   The opening of the Wirksworth Branch Line. 
 •   The closing of the line to passenger trains!
 •   EVRA’s 20th Birthday.
 •   WyvernRail’s 25th Birthday.
The celebrations are already being planned.

If we are to celebrate these occasions in style, we are desperate for steam crews. If 
you are already qualified as a driver or firemean or wish to be trained, please contact 
Bob Gibbens (01332 557095) or Mike Ball (see page 2).

However, this year we also have some key fundraising events coming up! Tickets for 
the steam hauled Jazz and Real Ale Night on 7th May, in the newly restored SO are 
limited and are selling well, so get yours now. They are £15 each from the EVRA shop 
(so you can choose your seat) or from me (see page 2). On 11th June and 16th July 
there will be a first for the line: a family summer rail cruise, top and tailed by our two 
steam engines. There will be refreshments on board. Tickets are £15 each and can be 
bought on the night (cash only) or via the website/ Paypal or from me. The final event 
is the steam hauled Cheese and Wine evening on July 30th: tickets, which must be 
pre-booked, are £19 per person available from me, the EVRA shop or via the website. 
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Work on the SO, CK and SO coaches has continued  and as I write this, the SO has 
gone into the maintenance facility for painting, ready for the events listed above.

Steam driving experiences have been more popular this year and we are fully booked
until the beginning of August with some bookings as far ahead as October. Similarly
steam for the public on the incline has proved very popular.

We have a small (4’ by 3’) metal trailer for sale. It has recently had its wheels and
axles refurbished. Please contact me if you are interested – price £50 o.n.o. It will be
on view at the May Day weekend sale and car boot sale if not sold previously. 

In  February John and Owen Evans in co-operation with a miniature railway club, were 
given permission by WyvernRail to relocate the miniature railway to the end of
Platform 1. Since the track, some rolling stock and other items belonged to EVRA, the 
Trustees had to accept the decision and passed the track and other items to the new 
group, who are now building the miniature railway in its new location.

 SALES MATTERS - Pat Craft.

We have already attended 4 outside events since the start of the year and I am 
grateful to the volunteers who have helped with these. They help to advertise the 
railway and to generate income. Over the winter we have had a number of sizeable 
donations of books, mainly transport but also fiction and non-fiction and these have 
been processed. In addition there have been numerous donations of items for the bric
a brac sale over May Day Bank Holiday weekend, which on 1st May joins forces with
the first ever EVR car boot sale – so do come along to bag a bargain! If you have
items for the sale, please bring them along before 25th April so they can be priced. If
you want to have a space at the car boot sale please contact Mike Craft- cars are £5,
vans are £8 and large vans £10. Only one table per vehicle please

The shop volunteers and I are getting our heads round the new timetable and are
coping with the changes and I am grateful to them for filling the slots in the rota, coping 
with the donated items and also the weather! There are a number of reduced items as
we make space for new lines so do come in and see what there is – the second-hand
stock is always changing!

WYVERN RAIL REVIEW - Mike Evans and Leigh Gration.

Since my last report the high passenger numbers continued throughout the year and
we managed to recover our financial deficit from the previous year.

Unfortunately, necessary repairs to a mains water leak near the top gate and
tarmacing the main drive, which had become dangerous to vehicles, made finances at
the start of the winter very tight.  Roof repairs and a repaint were also made to the
conference room which is our front of house for our test track customers.
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The removal of the old booking office and garden square has opened up platform 1 for 
other developments, an example being at Easter with the circus workshop and bouncy 
castle utilising that area.  

Reassessing priorities, I found it necessary to put forward a request of financial
assistance to our shareholders in November for sleepers and ballast to repair the track 
between Hazlewood and Duffield before speed restrictions were placed on this
section.  Many  thanks to all shareholders who subscribed. We now have a 3 year plan
to ensure the line is maintained to the correct standard.

I am pleased with the passenger numbers so far this year.  Although the Easter
weekend was a washout, the rest of the week picked up along with the weather.  The
mixed traction weekend was the 3rd biggest revenue earner in the Railway’s history. 
Although not everyone has been keen on the new timetable changes the 11.05
departure is proving popular and even the 3 train running on Sundays has seen good
passenger numbers.

I cannot mention everyone but I need to thank our construction team who finalised the
new booking office ramp and are now building the new booking office at Duffield.

As ever, thank you to all volunteers for your continued support in whichever project
you are involved.

Leigh Gration.
It is nearly two months since the new Booking Office opened at Wirksworth and we
have already made alterations to the platform area to improve both its appearance and 
usability. The area occupied by the former Booking Office cabin has received a nice
new layer of tarmacadam and has the flagpole and new cycle stands for the customers
to use. The garden area has been removed as the wood was completely rotten. The
plants have been saved for reuse in pots eventually. This space has also received
tarmacadam to become a new picnic area and event space. This space came into its
own over the Easter weekend as it housed the Circus and bouncy castle nicely. It is
fair to say that this new space will become increasingly more useful as we hold events
over the summer.

The next major project is at Duffield as the new office there is now under construction
and will be well on the way by the time you read this. The timetable allows customers 
around 30 minutes at Duffield to stretch their legs and so the new facility will open up
small catering and retail opportunities whilst they wait. This facility is long overdue and
will provide an excellent space for our customers to enjoy, as well as our volunteers
to work in.

It’s fair to say that the Easter weekend was pretty much a wash out which is a shame
but the weather cheered up for the rest of the school holidays thankfully. March saw a
brilliant Mixed Traction Weekend with two mainline diesel locomotives on the Duffield
line and Henry Ellison on the Ravenstor line. The trains were packed, particularly on
the Saturday, with many enthusiasts coming to sample Class 25 D7629 and Class
33103; two Sulzer-engined locomotives together. It was the first time the Class 25 had 



Have you Joined
The “100 Club” yet?

Help fund projects to develop the EVR.
REMEMBER

“YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT”
With your help we can achieve so much more.

Membership is open to all, including
non members of EVRA.   All welcome!

operated passenger trains on our railway and the Class 33 had only arrived back at 
Wirksworth a couple of days beforehand.

The success of the event has helped us to induct some new volunteers to our
enterprise both for the maintenance teams and importantly, the Third Man position
which covers ticket checking and the level crossing gates. It is disappointing, however,
that we are still badly short of Booking Office clerk’s at Wirksworth for the weekends.
This is equally as important as positions such as driver and can be interesting and 
engaging as a Booking Office clerk is the front face of the railway meeting and greeting 
customers as well as selling tickets.

100 CLUB - Mike Ball, 100 Club Chairman.

The 100 Club Spring Draw took place on Tuesday 29th March 2016 at Wirksworth. I 
say Spring, but there is little to show that it is here after a disastrous Easter with
Hurricane Katie.

Well I can bring a bit of cheer to the three lucky winners!

First prize of £76: Mr N. Ashfield, Sutton Coldfield.
Second prize of £45.60: Mr Wall, Derby.
Third Prize of £30.40: Mr E. Dale, Porthill, Staffs.

Congratulation to those lucky winners and GOOD LUCK to you all in the next draw in 
June, which will be our Special Summer Draw. Remember the more participants, the 
bigger the prizes and the more money to help the EVR to progress.

Trustees: Mike Ball, Chairman, Mike Craft, Treasurer, Mike Parker, Secretary.
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PERMANENT WAY REPORT - Anthony Watt.

The report in the last edition of the Express mentioned sleeper changing, and that is
how we’ve been expending most of our energy over the last three months.  Our
attention is focussed on the ‘Hazelwood Straight’ from MP134 ½ to 134 ¾, and then
north through the station to MP135.  This length has had little attention since we
opened in 2011, so that there is much to do to bring it up to a state where it will
withstand another five years’ use.

There are rotten sleepers in the centre of panels (five years ago they were
acceptable), and some at the joints, which are less than perfect.  These may be
reusable elsewhere.  In addition, there are dipped joints to correct, fishplates to
grease, and ballast slacks to make good with many tons of ’white gold’.

With the running season upon us we have to work between trains, and without the
support of the works train.  This is only possible now that we have moved our mess
room container to Hazelwood, together with a new, secure tool container.  We are self-
sufficient, do not interfere with the schedule, and can continue in this way until autumn.

There have been other tasks to entertain us.  As a diversion from track related work,
some of the gang have assisted with two building projects: the ramps, and the
concrete pad base for the new booking halls at Wirksworth and Duffield

When the crossing gates at Idridgehay expired through wet rot, we removed them, with
the hope that replacements could be manufactured locally.  However, this did not
happen, so another joiner has built (at some saving) a pair of robust, oversized farm
gates.  These have been fitted, but not painted yet, as they must be allowed to dry
after rot proofing.  With wooden gates and fencing, and iron and steel track
components, we are only too aware that “moth and rust doth corrupt”.

Steam hauled Jazz and Real Ale evening
Saturday 7th May

Join us for a Jazz and Real Ale evening 
On EVRA’s newly renovated SO coach 

hauled by Henry Ellison 
from Wirksworth to Duffield and return.

Tickets £15   Places limited to 32
Closing date 1st May



Special Footplate Experience Guest: Councilor Albert Catt, Chair,
Derbyshire Dales District Council. Richard Buckby.

New Wirksworth Booking Hall.



New Booking Hall at Duffied. Chris Ralls.

Plaques in the New Wirksworth Booking Hall including the recently
awarded HRA Small Groups Award.
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DUFIELD BOOKING HALL UPDATE - Geoff Clark

Work started on the 2nd March with the removal of the old tin shed used as a ticket
office for the last four seasons. Local firm Wheeldon’s supplied a small JCB Digger and 
started work “pecking away” at the old concrete base which used to support the old 
Vodafone Tower. The first step proved to be no match for the pecker and that was soon 
demolished into several thousand pieces, later to be used as rubble for the new base. 
During the first day the P/Way team took away the old tin shed to be offloaded by the 
works train at Wirksworth for future use. On the second day they visited us with the 
Kamatso and a wagon and proceeded with the help of the JCB Driver  to clear away 
some of the grassed area of Duffield Station to the size of our new booking hall 10m x 
4m. Two loads of earth were loaded into the wagon before continuing to peck away at 
the old concrete base, which was proving to be as tough as we first thought it would be 
and heavily reinforced with steel rod. Unfortunately in the early afternoon the JCB 
broke down with a broken fan belt which put us back half a day before a replacement 
was fitted later that afternoon. Our next visit to continue work started on the 9th/10th of 
March, all remaining spoil and concrete rubble was loaded into the Rudd wagon and 
emptied elsewhere. 

Work started on trenching and renewing the drainage pipes for both clean and foul 
water disposal. All the remaining steel reinforced bars from the old base were cut off 
with a grinder. Meanwhile the site of the base for the new building was squared off and 
levelled ready to install the shuttering, which started later in the day.  At the end of the 
day the site was cleared and cleaned up for the Mixed Traction Weekend.

Work restarted on the 16th-18th with the laying of the new foul and clean water 
drainage pipes, the first pieces of steel mesh going down adjacent to the ladies toilet. 
All shuttering secured for the preparation of up to 6 cubic metres of concrete being 
delivered. The ground was raked over to level before late in the afternoon of the 17th 
the first shovels full of sand was laid and levelled. On the morning of the 18th I arrived 
at Duffield to find that the local chapel had a funeral scheduled for 12.30pm, 6 cubic 
metres of new concrete was to be delivered at 11am and on top of that the funeral 
mourners were arriving at the chapel in a  London Transport double decker bus, so you 
can imagine it was going to be very busy in Chapel Street that day! 

The concrete duly arrived on time and was piped and pumped down from the entrance 
gate to the platform and into our new base. The contractor duly pouring and our volunteers 
levelling off with the home made tamper board, the concrete lorry was away before the 
bus load of mourners came and then we set about helping to recover and clean out all 
the pipework which only left the job of cleaning up and leaving the new concrete base 
to cure over the following two weeks. 

Thursday the 24th March proved to be a momentous day when our new building 
arrived at Wirksworth Station yard from Holland in the back of a smart Mercedes truck, 
The driver slid back his vehicle’s curtain to reveal what could only be described as two 
canoes back to back.
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Confirmation was clearly given to us by the driver that what he was unloading was our 
new Booking Hall/Waiting Room for Duffield Station, with the exception of the doors 
and windows which are being delivered by our contractors in early April. The driver 
unlocked his little Manitou fork lift truck from the back of his lorry and proceeded to lift 
the two large pallets off his vehicle and onto the Sturgeon Wagon, kindly placed in the 
Station yard by EVR staff, plus a smaller pallet containing the roof tiles. When safe to 
do so the Sturgeon wagon was duly placed into road 3 on the railway for storage to 
allow the driver to turn his truck round in the yard and make his way back to Holland. 

On March 29 & 30th all the shuttering was removed and again the outer area to the new 
building was raked over to provide our building contractors with a safe area in which 
to work on April 4th. The site was duly cleaned up again for the forthcoming weekend.  

On April 4th the Sturgeon delivered its load to Duffield and the contractors arrived to 
start erecting the building.  Within a few hours the first four rows of timber were in place 
and by the end of the first day the sides and ends up to eaves height with a couple of 
the roof purlins fitted had been erected. On the 5th we continued with the remaining 
roof purlins being fitted and then the roof itself, by the 6th the bitumen roof tiles were laid. 

As I write this we have a slight delay with the delivery of the windows and doors, these 
we have confirmed as being with us on the 18th, so for now we have made our new 
building watertight and look forward to restarting work soon. After that we will be painting 
the building in Midland Red and Cream colours similar to the buildings at Wirksworth.

A big “thank you” to all the people who have worked so hard on the project so far and 
also to everyone who has so generously contributed financially to the project. To have 
raised all the money needed and to have the shell of the building in place in less than
12 months is a major achievement. There is a photograph of the building in its present 
state on the centre spread.

Spring 2016 MUSE – Vince Morris

Donations to the EVRA bookshop come in many forms.  One of the most interesting is 
old BR documentation, often received in fragmentary form.  One such offering was a 
bundle of dog-eared circulars from the District Operating Superintendent at Derby to 
Rowsley Depot.  They are typed on foolscap paper, and dated 1960/61.  Not only are 
these interesting from a railway point of view, but also as social documents. 

Take, for example, the circular dated  1st September 1961: “Equal Pay: Excluded 
Grades Posts.  It has been agreed that Male Salaried Staff should be eligible to make 
application for promotion to posts in the “excluded” grades hitherto regarded as 
women’s posts.  This arrangement is on the clear understanding that a man appointed 



to such a post would be paid the same rate as would apply to a woman occupant of the 
post”.   Negative sex discrimination?

1st March 1961 gave us:  “Vacancies on Colonial Railways:  From time to time I am 
advised of vacancies on certain Colonial Railways.  I shall be glad if you will let me know
whether you, or any of your Salaried Staff , desire to be advised of such vacancies.”

Some were based on good operating practice, for example:

29th October 1960: “Transport of Fish by Rail. Rough handling, particularly up-ending 
during transit when some of the ice in the boxes has melted, can result in the fish being 
thrown about in the boxes causing damage, especially to fillets, which form a high 
proportion of the traffic.  The boxes must be loaded flat”

Others show working conditions:

On March 1st  we are told that:  “So far as the issue of a lightweight jacket to staff 
recruited into a grade eligible to receive this garment is concerned, it is agreed that in 
cases where recruitment takes place early in the year both a lightweight jacket and
vest should be supplied immediately.  In all cases, however, the general principle
should be that only one vest and one lightweight jacket should be issued each
two years.”

1st June 1961saw attempts to alter the pay mechanism withdrawn by people power:  “In
view of the small number of requests received from members of the wages and 
salaried staff for payment of their wages or salaries by cheque or bank transfer, it is not 
proposed to extend this facility at the present time and any application should be 
suitably declined” How do you suitable decline something?  Say “no” softly, offer 
counselling (very 21st Century), or say nothing at all?

But my personal favourite is the circular dated 2nd October 1961 concerning
incremental pay credit for clerical staff for educational qualifications.  These increases 
were given for obtaining G.C.E passes, and staff were asking whether their 
qualifications were equivalent to G.C.Es for getting the additional pay.  There followed 
a long list of qualifications which were considered equivalent to G.C.E.  These included
such things as the University of Cambridge School Certificate and the Central Welsh 
Board School Certificate.  But other qualifications were not considered up to the
required standard, including the Army (and RAF) Certificate of Education (First Class), 
the Irish Intermediate School Certificate and, most intriguingly, an M.A degree from
Lucknow University!  Indeed no foreign qualifications were to be recognised, but “some 
from Universities in Australia, New Zealand and Canada may justify consideration and 
holders of such certificates should be referred to this office [Derby] for a decision.”   I 

13



14

wonder what criteria were used to reach the decision.  When I joined BR in 1969 I was
entitled to £25/annum for my qualifications, “until such time as you are promoted to a 
higher grade”.

One final entry bears repetition, and possibly provides food for thought.  According to
the circular timekeeping of Local Passenger Trains in the Derby District for the week
ending 13th May 1961 indicated that 57% of steam hauled services arrived on time and
93% within 5 minutes, whilst for Diesel trains the corresponding figures were 44% and 
82%.  Ain’t modernisation great!

I wonder what future generations will make of the current crop of circulars in 50 years
time, they will probably be as quaint to them as these examples are to us.

The circulars will, hopefully, appear in the museum in the fullness of time.

EVR TIMETABLE: February - April 2016.
Day Rover Fares will be: Adults £13, Concessions £12; Children £6.50; Families (2+3) 
£33. Special Event Fares may be higher. 

Wirksworth to Duffield, In May trains between Wirksworth and Duffield  will operate 
on Saturdays, Sundays and Tuesdays. In June trains will run on Saturdays, Sundays, 
Tuesdays & Thursdays and on Wednesday 1st June. In July trains will operate on
Saturdays, Sundays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please see also below
for the Special Events Weekends.The services are operated using Heritage
Diesel Railcars.

Steam Trains to Ravenstor on 30th April & 1st-2nd May, 28th-30th May, and every 
Saturday and Sunday in July and August with the exception of 6th-7th August.
Supplementary Fare charged.

The timetable is more complex this year, Please see website or printed timetables
for details

SPECIAL EVENTS.
Rocks and Rails Weekend in conjunction with Steeple Grange Light Railway:
30th April-2nd May.  Steam on the Ravenstor Service. Also Bric a Brac Sale. There 
will be a Car Boot Sale on May 1st, open to the public from 10.00am, 50p entry.

Jazz and Real Ale Evening Saturday 7th May 2016 Join us for a Jazz and Real Ale 
evening as part of the fund raising efforts for the railway. Tickets £15 from Mike Craft or 
the EVRA Shop.
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Multiple Memories Weekend Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th May 2016

Teddy Bears Bank Holiday Weekend Saturday 28th, Sunday 29th and Monday 30th 
May 2016. Come along and join the fun with your teddy bear and children can travel
free on the Duffield line!  Includes: Pip and the Great Teddy Bear Rescue Saturday 
28th May 2016. See website.

Family Summer Rail Cruise Saturday 11th June  and Saturday 16th July 2016
An evening steam excursion between Wirksworth and Duffield. Tickets £15 from 
Mike Craft or the EVRA Shop.

Annual Classic Bus and Coach Rally. Sunday 3rd July 2016.

Annual Classic Transport Weekend. Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th July 2016.

Cheese and Wine Evening. Saturday 30th July 2016
A special steam evening. Ticket £19 from Mike Craft or the EVRA Shop.

Full details at www.e-v-r.com or phone 01629 823076

SPECIAL EDITIONS BY DAPOL

BOWN & SHAW, of Wirksworth. 
4 plank wagon, red with white letters shaded

black, edition of 200 £13-00.

S. TAYLOR FRITH, of Peak Forest.
Red with white letters shaded black,

limestone load, edition of 200. £13-00

BUGGLESKELLY GAS LIGHT AND
GENERAL TRADING

Postage: £3-50 for up to 3 wagons.

Available from Bagnall Locomotive Group,
13 Trenchard Drive Buxton SK17 9JY.

DERBYSHIRE OO WAGONS




