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NEWS UPDATE                                                                    Ian Bowley 
 
Well, spring is upon us, ready for the start of another season. Let’s hope it’s a good 
one. The new station building is progressing rapidly. The new maintenance shed 
extension has been started so things are moving forward. 
 
The first piece of news is that John (JHT) has decided to step down from his post as 
the magazine editor; he has been doing this for quite a number of years and has done 
an excellent job, but has now decided that the time is right to give it up. Many thanks 
for a job well done. He remains as a trustee, association secretary and chairman at the 
meetings of the EVRA Board. 
 
I would also like to welcome our new editors of the EE magazine. Andy & Trish have 
been members of the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway Association for a number of years, 
Andy is a trustee and Trish is responsible for producing our posters which appear 
around Wirksworth and other parts of Derbyshire advertising EVRA events.  Please 
help them by sending them any appropriate articles, information or photographs that 
can go into the magazine that you think would be of interest to our members.  
 
The next piece of news is that Mike Craft, one of the original stalwarts who started 
clearing the trees and shrubs in 2000, is stepping down from his post as treasurer of 
EVRA. I must take my hat off to this man. He has done a vast amount of work for the 
railway over the years, and is going to be a very hard act to follow.  Mike will remain as 
a trustee and will continue with his work on coach restoration. 
 
They say that behind every good man is a good woman and that, as I am sure Mike will 
agree, is his wife Pat. She has relinquished the steam experience coordination to me 
but will continue running the shop and remains a trustee. 
 
Steam running on the incline this year has finally moved into the 21st century as we 
are now on Facebook, some people love it and some hate it but it seems to be the 
modern way to get recognised as to what services are on offer. 
 
We need your help to raise money for the station appeal. We are looking for 
volunteers to ride on the main line when the visiting steam locos are running to collect 
money from the public, and also to inform them of what we are doing. It is surprising 
how generous people can be. If you could spare a couple of hours on a Saturday or 
Sunday please let me know (my details are on page 2) so that a roster can be drawn 
up. 
 
Please remember it is your railway and we need help to make it a success! 
 

Company Secretary 
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JULIE BALL                                              John Hastings-Thomson 
 
I was very sad to hear of Julie’s sudden death on March 2nd, totally unexpected by 
everyone and a terrible shock for John. Julie worked with her husband John at the 
Railway for over ten years and they held part of their wedding celebrations at the 
railway in 2007. 
 
Julie worked tirelessly for the railway – at one stage keeping the catering going while 
its future direction was decided. She helped John with the model railway and regularly 
controlled the gates on the passenger crossing at the north end of Platforms 1 and 2. 
Julie had a lively and vivacious personality, a quick wit, always ready with a quick 
riposte and was always a good sparring partner! I have missed her presence at the 
railway since John and she moved on to pastures new. Now I will never see her 
cheerful face again or share the good natured banter but at least my ankles will be 
safe! Hopefully she is cheering others up in another place. My heartfelt condolences go 
to John and Andrew. 
 
 
SALES MATTERS                                                                    Pat Craft 
 
This quarter is always the quiet one with the timetable starting again in February. 
However, 3 days at Model Railway Exhibitions on the last weekend of February raised 
over £1,000. We have welcomed two new volunteers to help in the shop this year but 
are always looking for more, especially with the prospect of the new shop in the Station 
building. Ann and Alan Alldred have been busy with selling books and our OO gauge 
wagons on e-bay and in the last 12 months and for the first time, will have raised over 
£1,000 in this way. John Kelsey, who sells model railway items etc, has also raised 
over £1,000 for us in the last year. 
 
SO BAR                                                                                    Pat Craft  
 
This will be running again with volunteers – in 2018 we covered 39 days plus three 
evenings. This year, with a much more intensive timetable due to the hiring of two 
steam engines, we will need to cover a maximum of 76 - talk about upping our game! 
The SO brings in welcome income for the repairs to the coaches during the season 
and for winterising and repairs to them at the end of the season. Currently, there are 6 
volunteers who coped last year but we would welcome anyone who has always had a 
secret desire to stand behind a bar! If you would like more information and a guided 
tour/explanation about what is required, please contact me. Full training will be given. 
 
 
SPRING MUSE                                                                  Vince Morris 
Idridgehay signalling Part 2 
 
I left you in 1934 when the signal box had been decommissioned and replaced by a 
token system located in the booking office.  Although the passenger service ceased in 
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1947, this process survived until December 1956, when, to save the requirement for 
two shifts to man the station, the need for Idridgehay to be a token station was 
removed and the line reverted to a single section worked with a key token between 
Duffield and Wirksworth and the equipment at Idridgehay was stripped out.  However, 
because of the level crossing and sidings it was still necessary to employ a porter-
signalman (actually a woman), but with the withdrawal of the freight service in 1964, 
followed by the lifting of the loop and sidings, the post was downgraded to crossing 
keeper, and was abolished in 1978 when the crossing gates were removed and 
replaced by a light controlled open crossing. 
 
Before we leave the 1950s there was one remarkable development at Idridgehay, 
some details of which are still shrouded in mystery.  After the War, Britain entered a 
period of a “Cold War” with the Soviet Union, with the constant threat of aerial attack. 
The Government decided in 1953, to give an annual grant to allow the “Due 
Functioning of Railways in Wartime”, in other words, if war was declared, to remove 
control centres from industrial areas which may be bombed, and spread their function 
over several remote locations.  This was work with no peacetime value: no war, no 
need to re-locate.  One chosen location was the southern end of Idridgehay goods 
yard.  Aerial imagery suggests a floor slab 11m x 29m (the dimensions of the standard 
District Control Building) was constructed in 1954, however, like most Government 
plans, the promised money dwindled after the first flush of enthusiasm, and the building 
was never completed. 
 
Back to the '80s and Idridgehay had a light controlled open crossing.  One final 
development: BR Research wanted a location to trial solar panels to power the lights at 
remote crossings, and Idridgehay was selected.  The panels were installed in 1982, on 
the gantry which is still there, and were connected to batteries which were to provide 
power on sunless days.  Although not adopted nationwide, when the panels were 
tested 25 years later they were still working. 
 
Following closure in 1989 the branch slumbered until WyvernRail took over.  The 
crossing was still open, something that had to be rectified if we were to run a safe 
railway, so in October 2007 a road closure was obtained and the PW Team excavated 
the site, laid a concrete base under the rails and re-hung the gates, to be operated by 
the train crew. Derbyshire Highways replaced the road signs from an open crossing to 
a gated crossing to coincide with the completion of the work.   As our services grow it is 
becoming more inconvenient to have trains stop to open the gates, so a crossing 
keeper’s box has been constructed; for the first time a railway building has been 
erected north of the gates.  Power? Yes, it has its very own solar panel. 
 
 
BAGNALL 2746 The Duke                                                     Tim Oaks 
 
David Wright of Locomotive Maintenance Services has been able to collect the new 
backhead from his sub-contractors, Newtons of Cromford. We had been waiting for this 
for a long time, but the accurate production of such a large pressing is a skilled art.  
David also offered to collect the Chimney and blast pipe castings which require 
machining. This was a bit of a problem as these were in a very inaccessible area under 
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Cemetery Lane Bridge and are very heavy. However, Team Faraday were prepared to 
help and also to lend a very capable wide wheeled sack barrow, so by one means and 
another the two castings were brought into the car park in time for David to pick up. He 
was working on a batch of four boilers to be completed during January, to be followed 
by intensive work on a batch of two. Ours is one of the second batch, so we live in 
hope. 
 
I went down to see Dave at his works after Christmas, which is always very instructive. 
The range of repairs now being carried out on locomotive boilers would once have 
been unthinkable. Dave very kindly provided drawings for the crinolines and cab 
pipework, so there was no fear of running out of jobs for the time being. The new lower 
side sheets had been drilled tapped and stayed. 
 
In the meantime various works continued on the locomotive; Simon Hunter and Mick 
Clarke have been working on the safety valves, which will require certification and 
testing under MT276 parts G and H in due course and Mick and others have been 
working on the cab windows. We had a slight panic when we realized that the parts 
which came with the locomotive did not include a whistle valve; however the Hunslet 
whistle which I bought some years ago turned out to have a whistle valve attached, so 
that is the one which will be fitted. Most of the outside of the saddle tank is now in 
primer. 
 
Mick Clarke and John Kirkman have been making the crinolines. These are steel 
hoops which fit round the boiler as spacers for the cladding to rest upon. Once the 
plain steel strip arrived from Twiggs there was a lot of speculation from observers as to 
just how the crinolines would be bent to shape. I gather the general consensus was 
that we would never do it in-house and would have to send the steel bar stock out to 
contractors.  
 
I have always thought it unwise to suggest to the 8F group that something cannot be 
done (I remember when someone told them they could not paint their engine red) and 
Mick Clarke turned up after Christmas with a very effective homemade bar rolling 
machine, a sort of three roller mangle. You stick the bar in, turn down the top screw 
and wind the handle. It makes a half crinoline hoop in about ten minutes. Mick used the 
LMS drawing to draw chalk circles on the shed floor for a template. He and John 
Kirkman then set about drilling, tapping and countersinking the new components.  
 
I went to Twiggs and pillaged their remaining "legacy" stocks of 1/2" short brass 
Whitworth countersunk machine screws which will be used for assembly - we then 
stand a reasonable chance of dismantling them in an orderly fashion in around ten 
years’ time. Simon Hunter has completed the machine work on the safety valves, 
which are ready for delivery to Loughborough. Tony Joyce and I have been cleaning 
and painting the cab which is starting to look a bit better, Mike Ball has been cleaning 
up vacuum connectors ready for fitting. The latest news from Loughborough is that 
Dave Wright has been chasing his suppliers for various castings. At least the first part 
of his order for safety valve springs has arrived, so I shall be taking the valve bodies 
down as soon as it can be arranged. His next job will be to turn the boiler on its side 
and to make and fit the crown stays, for which he does have the material. 
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The thick walled copper tubes for the injector steam pipes have arrived and will need to 
be bent to shape and fitted with flanges which Simon has been turning up from Bronze 
blanks. The thin walled water delivery pipes have been bent up by Mick using stock in 
hand. 
 
Naturally, we are often asked when the locomotive will steam; at the moment I would 
estimate: Santa Season, yes. Wizard Weekend and November Shuttles: probably. 
June Gala: probably not. 
 
The latest Bagnall wagon has arrived; another Will Hay spoof, "Buggleskelly Quarries 
Ltd". We know there was a quarry at Buggleskelly, as in the film the wagons were 
shunted over the edge. This implies a low level quarry and therefore the wagons bear 
the inscriptions "Sand and Gravel Supplies" and also "Not to be hump shunted". The 
last Buggleskelly wagon became something of a cult item; examples were selling on e-
bay for up to £35 each. The new ones are also very much in demand: £15-00 plus 
postage £3-50. 
 
 
COACHES                                                             Mike Craft 
Work on the TSO has been progressing and half of the seating area is complete. 
Unfortunately a number of seats were not delivered with the coach, but we have 
acquired replacements and they are now with the upholsterer. 
 
 
WIRKSWORTH STATION BUILDING                                   Mike Craft 
Due to inclement weather in February, the construction of the station building is slightly 
behind schedule. However, by the time you have received this Express, the tiling on 
the roof will be complete. The inside of the building should have dried out and be 
awaiting the plastering. 
 
 
MULTIPLE MEMORIES RAILCAR GALA                       Leigh Gration 
 
This year was a little different from previous years due to the swap around with the 
Diesel Gala making the event mid-March. We all know how unpredictable the weather 
can be in March and this weekend was no exception, we had rain and strong winds on 
the Saturday but happily Sunday was cool but generally sunny. I guess it’s always a 
gamble when you move a winning formula to a different time in the year but it didn’t 
seem to affect passenger numbers too much with both days almost equalling each 
other in terms of passenger numbers, which is unusual for a weekend gala. 
 
Aside from a small selection of minor niggles, the event ran very well with reasonable 
loadings on the trains and the timetable working like a well-oiled machine. It is a 
testament to the crews that this happened as it really does leave a good impression on 
our visitors. 
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This year’s event didn’t feature a visiting unit but instead featured a box van being 
towed by ‘Iris’ which is prototypical of branch line DMUs when they were new. This part 
of the event proved popular, the first run with the van on the Saturday being full and 
standing. Enthusiasts also found it interesting that ‘Iris’ ran round the van using the 
loop at Duffield which is unusual 
 
It had been all out to complete works on Class 108 E53599 before the event which has 
had lots of metalwork repairs to the crash pillars and body end around the corridor 
connection. This work started in August last year and was completed just in time for the 
event. This work was going on in tandem with vacuum fault investigations on stalwart 
55006 which had become a personal crusade for Joe Marsden. It is wonderful that we 
have such skilled engineers on our team who are able to spend months looking at a 
fault, determined to reach a conclusion. 
 
We are now heading towards a very busy period, with steam at Easter for the first time 
since 2011 hotly followed by the Diesel and Ale Bash, which is a Friday/Saturday event 
primarily. This in turn is followed immediately by a Bank Holiday Weekend so it’ll be all 
hands to the pump! 
 
 

 
 

Derby Lightweight M79900 ‘Iris’ enters Duffield Tunnel on the return service to 
Wirksworth during the Multiple Memories Gala. (Photo courtesy of A Crawford) 
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Large function room suitable for all occasions.

En-suite bedrooms.  Food available.

Large selection of Gins.

Local and National Ales always available.

Dogs welcome.

Outside drinking area.
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WIRKSWORTH STATION APPEAL             John Hastings-Thomson 

Lindsey Bowley has now taken over administrating the regular donations for the appeal 
and all enquires and queries should be addressed to her. The initial response to the 
appeal was very good but has now slowed down. If you haven’t yet committed to give, 
please consider joining the scheme. (See below.) 
 
The first stage of the building is progressing well and hopefully will be in use during the 
summer. However, we still need to raise around £250,000 for the other two sections so 
we still need your continued support. Several people are now saving their small change 
and then contributing it to the appeal when they have a reasonable amount. 
 
The response to the Fund Raising dinner and the visit to Statfold Barn Railway have 
been luke-warm and while both are going ahead they will not raise as much money as 
we had hoped. It is still possible to join the trip to Statfold Barn. Contact Ian Bowley for 
details please. If you have any ideas for fund raising please contact me (See p2). 
 
The other major way you can help is to join the rota to collect money on trains during 
the summer period. This can yield around £100 per day so is very worthwhile. Ideally 
working in pairs, full guidance will be offered to all volunteers. Please contact me if you 
are able to help. It is particularly important that we have people doing this on Special 
Events Days. We will be making a particular effort for the Steam Gala weekend 15th-
16th June when we will also be running a stand to encourage more regular donors. The 
rest of the building will not get built in a reasonable time frame without more volunteer 
support to raise the money. We really do need your support to bring this project to 
completion.  
 
 
WIRKSWORTH STATION APPEAL                            Lindsey Bowley 
 
As many of you are aware, we are busy fundraising for the new Station Building at 
Wirksworth, and the first stage of the construction is well under way 
 
The appeal was launched by John Hastings-Thomson, but I have now taken over 
administration of the appeal on his behalf. 
 
 At the time of writing we have raised over £40,000 - the majority of which has been as 
a result of the regular giving scheme detailed in the summer 2018 Express. We are 
immensely grateful to those people who have donated, and would invite anyone else 
who is interested to pick up a donation form from the Booking Hall, the EVRA shop, the 
Buffet Car or Duffield Station. 
 
Alternatively, contact me by email at treasurer@evra.org.uk or by post at 164 Cole 
Lane, Borrowash, Derby DE72 3GP (please enclose an SAE). In addition, any one-off 
donations will be very gratefully received and can also be posted to me at the above 
address, or handed in at the EVRA shop at the station or to Ian Bowley if he’s on site. 
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EVENING EVENTS                                                                Mike Craft 
 
The first event is the Jazz and Real Ale on Rails on Saturday 25th May, leaving 
Wirksworth at 7pm sharp with one of our Barclay 0-4-0’s as traction. The cost remains 
at £19 per ticket. The profit from the evening will go, as usual, towards the upkeep of 
the steam engines. Tickets are available via PayPal on the EVRA website or from Pat 
or Mike Craft - see page 2 or from the EVRA shop on platform 1 at Wirksworth. 
Unfortunately, the Progressive Blues Rock and Real Ale evening clashes with the 
Statfold Barn trip and has had to be cancelled.  
 
 
STATFOLD BARN                                                                Ian Bowley 
 
Just a reminder, we are running a trip to Statfold Barn on June 8th. Coach departs 
Wirksworth 8.30am, return approximate 6pm. Cost £30 per person (including a 
donation to the Station Appeal). For information and bookings please contact Ian 
Bowley at datman2@hotmail.co.uk or 07976 630775 
 
 
THE MINIATURE RAILWAY                                                  Ron Davenport  
 
Steady progress continues with the construction and running of the Miniature Railway. 
During 2018, we carried close to a thousand passengers - a total with which we are all 
well satisfied. The line has continued to extend, the temporary terminus now being 
opposite the far end of the standard gauge cross-over, a total distance of some 170 
yards.  
 
There is an overwhelming temptation to continue extending the route towards our 
planned terminus next to the Ecclesbourne Way, but as there is a more urgent need for 
other work, we might have to defer more track-laying until next year. First and foremost 
is the need to enlarge our stock shed under Wash Green Bridge, the plan being to 
install an 8 foot turntable with three roads leading off it into the shed. This will enable 
us to acquire another passenger coach, as at present we cannot carry more than two 
adults and four children at a time. Next must come the task of properly ballasting the 
line, most of which is temporarily laid on soil and gravel. Several tons of 14mm 
limestone ballast was delivered last year for this purpose. Another important job is to 
tidy up and landscape the area each side of the track so as to improve the 
attractiveness of the journey for our passengers. To this end we, hope to construct 
more flower beds, plant shrubs and, for the kids, create a "gnome village" or something 
similar. 
 
There are a very large numbers of mature trees along the route and at times during the 
Autumn, our miniature track has literally disappeared under a thick layer of dead 
leaves, making the clearing of them a major time-consuming task. Many of the trees 
are Beech - a species which continues to drop its leaves over a number of months from 
Autumn to Spring - all part of running a miniature railway. 
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FULL STEAM AHEAD                                                     Dave Williams 
 
A warm welcome from the steam running shed. The new season is upon us and the 
pressure is ramping up on us to be ready. The good news is that No3 has passed its 
cold boiler exam by the boiler inspector, though he has asked us to replace the fusible 
plug before he comes back to test it in steam. 
 
This will be No3’s last year as its 10 year ticket runs out in August and no decision has 
yet been taken as to its future. Perversely, because Henry Ellison initially failed its 
annual boiler test last year due to washout plug thread problems, it’s still in ticket until 
August and can be used although it has yet to be steamed after its recent washout, all 
should be well, I hope, by the time you read this. 
 
It’s common knowledge that we have two visiting locos this year: Andy Booth’s L & Y 0-
6-0 No 52322 from the East Lancs Railway arrives in April, staying till mid-June. This 
engine has been here before and we welcome it back. Then from June until 
September, the Standard 2 2-6-0 No 78018 from Great Central arrives. This is the 
sister engine to 78019 which has visited us before. 
 At the overlap weekend of June 15th/16th we are staging our Steam Gala and will 
have all 4 engines in steam and, though exciting for the customers, it promises to be a 

Brooke Taylor    and          Derbyshire  +  00 wagons adverts 

SPECIAL EDITIONS BY DAPOL
BOWN & SHAW, of Wirksworth. 

4 plank wagon, red with white letters shaded
black, edition of 200 £13-00.

S. TAYLOR FRITH, of Peak Forest.
Red with white letters shaded black,

limestone load, edition of 200. £13-00

BUGGLESKELLY GAS LIGHT AND
GENERAL TRADING

Postage: £3-50 for up to 3 wagons.

Available from Bagnall Locomotive Group,
13 Trenchard Drive Buxton SK17 9JY.

DERBYSHIRE OO WAGONS
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logistical challenge!  I’m hoping that many of our volunteers will turn up to help on both 
days. 
 
As you may know, the railway inspectorate paid the railway a visit recently, and, like 
everyone else, the steam department has to tighten up on its competencies, 
traceability and reporting. This is a work in progress as they say, but changes in 
reporting will be discussed with steam crews soon. 
 
We very much welcome John Williams and Paul Leighton, I’m sure they will be a great 
asset to our team. 
 
 
ASSOCIATION SECRETARY’S REPORT    John Hastings Thomson 
 
HRA Passes: The first batch of passes for 2019 has now been dispatched. The 
final batch should have been delivered by the time this edition is published. Now I have 
a better understanding of the system, hopefully, the process in 2020 will be much 
smoother.  (Please note: HRA passes are only available for active volunteers on the 
railway.) 
 
 
ARRIVING AT AND MY TIME AT EVR                                     June Cooke 
 
Two weeks before the railway opened the line to Idridgehay in March 2008, I was 
eventually given cassette recordings of the interviews Mike Craft had done of people 
who had previously worked on the railway line, prior to its closure in the late 1980’s, for 
typing up with the intention of them being lodged with Derbyshire Records Office.  I had 
found out about this appeal for help from my son’s issue of the Ecclesbourne Express 
the previous year and thought I could do this.  I did not realise at that time what else I 
may go on to do at the railway and for the railway. 
 
In February 2011 on hearing the line was opening now to Duffield I said I would help 
with the preparations and on a cold February morning was given the Second Open to 
clean. I was still mopping up suds with a new mop, doing a full clean of a two-car unit, 
two days before the actual opening.  On the actual day, I watched via the webcam from 
home feeling absolutely exhausted. 
 
For the next few years I was given the name of the lone carriage cleaner.  Visitors to 
the railway recognised me, the yellow rubber gloves I was wearing gave me away. The 
following year I was asked to prepare the old station cafe before its conversion to the 
Pullman Buffet.  On that day I was faced with a room full of saw dust and wood 
shavings.  There was nothing for it but to get stuck in, first to clean up this mess then 
set about rubbing surfaces ready for painting. Back at home, curtains were 
manufactured whilst the skilled people concentrated on the fitting of kitchen units.  My 
joining forces with my son in the summer, who was a regular Sunday volunteer at the 
time, saw me with a paint brush in my hand and together with the help of my husband; 
we painted the shelter, then the old booking hall and the manager’s back office. 
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On sending my son to University I had more time on my hands and took over the 
organising of the Santa trains that were running then only to Idridgehay. The toys for 
the presents had been obtained by the previous lady and so I continued with this 
process.  My first visit to my son in his new location saw me bring home, 60 soft toys in 
large carrier bags, on the bus. From this point until Christmas every available space in 
my house was filled with toys.   A few volunteers will remember the December Santa 
sack packing day, in the present preparation emporium, the training room, where we 
could not move for boxes and the comment “What more presents!” was uttered by the 
then Passenger Services Manager.  
 
The Santa trains running to Duffield the following year really made Santa take off and 
present purchasing became an all year round thing. The house strained under the 
weight of toys, the settee moved across the room as bags of toys were hidden behind 
it.  Thank goodness a new way was found to obtain Santa’s presents. I have over the 
years, approached all volunteers to come and help with Santa Trains. No qualifications 
were required, just enthusiasm and the many-hands-make-light-work attitude gets the 
job done in no time.  A regular team was established and I would always encourage 
others to give it a try. 
 
I have found over time there weren’t many places I had not been or roles I had not 
performed around the railway. At times, I was wearing different hats on different days. I 
have organised events for 1950’s, helped with the Teddy Bear Weekend, manned the 
car park, ran a bric-a-brac sale, promoted railway projects under  the large gazebo, 
sold driver experiences and just been around to welcome our visitors. I do not tread 
into the male dominated areas and have no desire to drive, guard, be third man or join 
the VCT or the P Way team but my talents have been used in many areas and I have 
enjoyed, for most of the time, every step of the way. 
 
 Your volunteering journey may not be the one you thought you were taking when you 
first join us. You will be surprised, as was I, where your skills may be utilised. 
 
What can YOU do to help? 
There is a prime vacancy of Santa Co-Ordinator; you may like to fill this year... 
 
VISITING LOCO Number 1                                                Andrew Denham 
 
From Easter until the end of the steam gala in June, we will have Andy Booth’s L&Y    
0-6-0 Aspinall (Class 27) No 52322. (Pictured on the front cover.) 
 
This engine was designed by John Aspinall and built at Horwich works in 1896 for the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire railway as number 1300, passing to the LMS as 12322.  It 
remained in service until 1960 by which time it had become BR 52322. It uses Joy 
valve gear, has two cylinders and a non-superheated, round topped boiler. Later 
engines had the square topped Belpair firebox and twenty were superheated. 
However, by 1918 the original design was followed for the last five engines built. This is 
the only survivor of the 484 built despite the fact that over 300 entered service with the 
LMS, and 50 were still in service with BR in 1960. You really will be riding behind a 
piece of railway history with this locomotive. 
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NEW EDITORS FOR THE ECCLESBOURNE EXPRESS 
                                                                 John Hastings-Thomson 
 
I am delighted to be able to announce that Andrew (Andy) Denham and Trish Birks 
have agreed to take over as Editors of the Ecclesbourne Express from this Edition. I 
wish them every success. 
 
It remains for me to thank everyone who has written articles and provided photographs 
for their support during my stint as editor and to hope that you will give Trish and Andy 
a similar level of support. 
 
SPRING 100 CLUB PRIZE DRAW RESULTS           Andrew Denham 
 
1st  Prize  No. 177     £72.90,        Mr P. J. E. Tyson-Woodcock of Painswick. 
2nd Prize  No. 185     £43.74,        Mr D. Williams of Stapleford.                                            
3rd Prize  No. 206      £29.16,        Mrs A. Gill of Goring by Sea. 
 
Thanks to all who have contributed. Why not join today and see what 
you can win? 
For application forms please visit www.e-v-r-a.org-uk, the EVRA shop or 
contact the editors. (See page 2) 
 
 
A note from the (new) Editors: - We hope you have enjoyed our first attempt at 
editing the Ecclesbourne Express. Although it has been a steep learning curve, we 
have enjoyed putting it together. We are sure that you will let us know if you don’t like it! 
 
Andrew is a driver/fireman for the whole line and helps out with wiring of the new 
station building and the EVRA coaches. He is also a trustee. Trish takes care of 
producing posters, forms, brochures, flyers and tickets for our events and sometimes 
can be found on the trains selling mugs, prize draw tickets etc. 
 
We have both been members of EVRA for several years and became volunteers 
shortly after joining. 
 
You may notice we have fewer photographs than you have been used to seeing – 
partly because we have more copy than usual and partly because personally, we don’t 
have a reserve stock we can call on.  We will be relying on our contributors for future 
issues. We would welcome any appropriate pictures/stories to put in our ‘Reserve’ 
folder.  

Andrew & Trish 
 
Coming Soon: 
A big film star visits The Ecclesbourne Valley Railway but will not be 
signing autographs! 




